
After successfully negotiat-
ing an agreement with the 
University of Idaho, I am 
pleased to announce that 
the official headquarters of 
the American Wagyu Asso-
ciationɂINC has moved 
from Pullman, WA and is 
now based in Northern 
Idaho at Post Falls. 

The new office is situated 
on the edge of the pictur-
esque Spokane River at the 
5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ (ÕÂ 
facility at the Research Park 
in Post Fall, ID. 

This new facility boasts  
ample room for holding  
board meetings and, if the 
need arrises, conducting 
seminars /workshops for 
our membership from on-
farm PC software through 
to short-course programs 
on genetics, breeding mod-
els, etc. 

The new location  
offers the con-
venience of  Spo-
kane 

(population~200K) and its 
international airport 30 
minutes drive to the west 
and the stunning lake re-
sort city of Coeur d'Alene 15 
minutes drive along the I-
90 to the East. 

I would like to extend  an 
invitation to all our mem-
bers who may be travelling 
in this part of the US North 
West to drop in and say 
hello.  You would be wel-
comed anytime, just  call us 
on 208-777-4247  in advance 

BIG move for the AWA 

AWA welcomes new staff member 

On behalf of the AWA 
Board and the Member-
ship, I 
would like 
to extend a 
warm wel-
come to  
Martha 
Patterson 

Martha will play a key role  
as Administration Officer / 
Registrar. 

-ÁÒÔÈÁȭÓ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔ ÃÏÉÎȤ
cided with the relocation of 
the AWA office up to the 
Research Park  late July  
and has worked tirelessly in 
organizing the office over 

the last few weeks. 

Martha can be reached at the 
AWA office on 208-777-4247 or, 

email Martha at 

office@wagyu.org   

New Office Hours are 9am-1pm 
(PST)  MonɂFri. 

New Association office at the University Research Park, 

Special points of interest: 

¶ AWA Convention Dates in RENO are OCT 
26-28 at the Grand Sierra. 

¶ Show entries for the NWSS in January, 
2012 @ DENVER close Nov. 22 

¶ TEXAS Wagyu Association recently an-
nounced its participation in HOUSTON  
in  2012. 
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your luck at winning this great prize. 

For further information please contact Dr. 
Charles Gaskin on 509-592-0826 or con-
tact the AWA Office for ticket purchases. 

Tickets are $10 each and are available 
from now until the drawing at the Gala 
Banquet on October 28 .    

As in past years the Western Saddle Raffle 
is on again. The Meeting Sub-Committee 
have purchased a quality Western Saddle 
which will be raffled off at the 2011 Con-
vention in RENO, NV on Oct 26-28 

With the exuberance of  Committee Mem-
ber; Ken Tew who has successfully man-
aged to get our delegates to dig deep for 
the Association in the past, this year is no 
different.  We encourage you all to try 

Following successful negotiations with the 
NWSS Show Committee, its full steam 
ahead for the AWA to conduct its first offi-
cial Show at Denver on January 18. 

As you all know the NWSS stock show is the 
most coveted livestock show in the US and 
for our breed to be recognized for the first 
time is a huge leap forwarded. 

Showing this breed to the American public 
will give our members first opportunity to 
expose the huge benefits this breed has to 
offer and see animals in the flesh. 

!Ó ×Å ÁÌÌ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÅÄȭÓ  ÍÁÉÎ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ 
is the carcass and the AWA is committed to 
promote carcass competitions because this 
breed is a game changer! Anyone who is 
serious about meat quality and the drivers 
behind those desirable eating quality traits 

know this breed has it all to take it over 
that finishing line! 

 

 

 

  

For further information on the 2012 
NWSS rules, please click on the link; 

     2012 Wagyu Show 

Helene Valdez from Crescent Harbor have 
kindly  sponsored the luncheon on the Fri-
day with CHR Wagyu patties and Imperial 
Beef  will be supply-
ing the ever impres-
sive Wagyu primal  
for the Friday night 
Gala Banquet. The 
Association is ex-
tremely grateful for 
these donations and I urge you all to person-

By now all the details surrounding the 
2011 Convention in RENO, NV have been 
publicized and circulated to the member-
ship.  A huge thank-you goes to the 
Meeting Committee for an impressive 
program.  For further information please 
go to our website at  www.wagyu.org  or 
contact Martha at the AWA office on +1 
208-777-4247. We are most fortunate to 
have several sponsors of Wagyu beef  
throughout the Convention. Ralph and 

ÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÁÎË ÔÈÅ 6ÁÌÄÅÚȭÓ ÁÎÄ *ÏÅ (ÏÙÅ ÁÎÄ 
his team for their generosity. This breed is 
ALL about the meat so it is important for 
us to showcase the reason why we are all 
involved  in the breed in the first place. 
There is a very good reason why this is the 
MOST EXPENSIVE and arguably the best 
BEEF ever and so we need to raise aware-
ness with the US consumer so they under-
stand why this beef command the high $$. 
Its all about eating quality! 
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Saddle RaffleɂA Convention hit! 

Denver 2012 (Jan 16-18) First Ever NWSS Wagyu Show! 

2011 Convention (26-28 October)  

ò Another great 

Western Saddle to 

be Raffled @ Renoó 

 

          WAGYU E- NEWS 

Images from the 

2007 All Japan 

Wagyu  Show in 

Tottori, JP 

 

C:/Users/michaelb/Documents/USWAGYU/NWSS 2012 Show Rules.pdf
http://www.wagyu.org
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Extract from JEFFREY HOFFELT, LIVE-

STOCK EDITOR I Agri-view 

As the breed champions of the Wiscon-

sin State Fair steer show entered the 

coliseum last week, each youth exhibi-

ÔÏÒȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÐÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÎÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ 

ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÄ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÆÏÒɂthe mo-

ÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÏÒȭÓ ÄÒÅÁÍ ÏÆɂ

had arrived. All eyes were on the cham-

pions of the show, but this year, the 

audience saw something different than 

they had in the past. Beyond the cookie 

cutter commercial steer and knockout 

Angus entry was a representative of 

Wagyu lineage. Lead by Alexis Papke, 

17, of Strum, the black, lean steer drew 

attention to the budding breed as he 

was paraded across the shavings. Papke 

worked with other members of Eau 

Claire County to create a division for the 

*ÁÐÁÎÅÓÅ ÃÁÔÔÌÅȢ Ȱ7ÁÇÙÕ ÃÁÔÔÌÅ ÈÁÖÅ 

never been shown at the Wisconsin 

3ÔÁÔÅ &ÁÉÒ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÔÏÌÄ Agri-View 

after being named the grand champion 

ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎȢ Ȱ/ÕÒ ÇÏÁÌ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ 

ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÅÄȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÒÏÁÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

historical moment began several years 

ago for Alexis. No stranger to the show 

ring, she and her brother, Grant, are 

familiar faces in the Angus and Short-

horn show circuits. In fact, Alexis also 

exhibited the champion total perform-

ÁÎÃÅ 3ÈÏÒÔÈÏÒÎ ÓÔÅÅÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÓÔÁÔÅ 

fair. Seeing a new challenge and a way 

to connect with other county members, 

the siblings joined forces with the first 4

-H and FFA Wagyu Beef Project when 

approached by one of their beef lead-

ers. 

Ȱ-ÉËÅ 'ÏÏÄÅÌÌ ÒÁÉÓÅÓ 7ÁÇÙÕ ÂÅÅÆ ÁÎÉȤ

ÍÁÌÓȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ(Å ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ 

be a cool thing for us to bring down 

enough steers to make our own class. 

The champion of the class wins and 

gets to sell at the auction. Our goal was 

ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á 7ÁÇÙÕ ÓÔÅÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÌÅȢȱ 4ÅÎ 

steers are needed to create a division, 

so Goodell found a group of 13 dedi-

cated exhibitors to take part in the pro-

ÊÅÃÔȢ Ȱ7ÁÇÙÕ ÉÓ Á ÌÅÇÉÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÂÒÅÅÄȟ ÓÏ 

ÉÔȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÆÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÂÅ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ 

ÄÏ×Î ÈÅÒÅȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 'ÏÏÄÅÌÌȟ ×ÈÏ ÏÐȤ

erates Muddy Flats Cattle Company, 

saw the opportunity as a way to edu-

cate the exhibitors about a breed that 

he has a long history with. Currently, he 

has a herd of 70 Wagyu cows in Au-

gusta. Now one of the largest collec-

tions of Wagyu in Wisconsin, the herd 

started because of the finished product. 

Since 1976, only a few thousand Wagyu 

cattle have been imported to the U.S. 

from Japan. Now, Goodell, who is also a 

member of the Wisconsin and National 

Wagyu Associations, says that all impor-

tation from the Asian country has 

ÃÅÁÓÅÄȢ Ȱ*ÁÐÁÎ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 

ÂÒÅÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ 

ÄÏÎÅ ÅØÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÌÉÖÅ ÃÁÔÔÌÅȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ!Ô 

the same time, the breed is growing in 

ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒÉÔÙȢ 4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÂÉÇ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÆÕÌÌ

-ÂÌÏÏÄ ÃÁÔÔÌÅȢȱ 'ÏÏÄÅÌÌȭÓ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÍÁÒȤ

ket the finished steers ensured that the 

exhibitors would be able to recoup their 

costs at the end of the experience. His 

experience also helped the youth to 

learn about the unconventional breed. 

Ȱ)Ô ×ÁÓ Á ÔÏÔÁÌ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ 

ÕÓ ÁÌÌȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÓÏ 

much about the breed and I learned a 

ÌÏÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍȢȱ 
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Wagyu a big draw card to the Wisconsin Fair  

Houston TX to host a Wagyu Show in 2012  

The Texas Wagyu Association is proud to announce that we have been accepted to show our breed at the Houston Livestock Show 
March, 2012.  We will be there 3/5, 3/6,3/7 and a complete list of the rules will be forthcoming from the American Wagyu Association. 
This is a tremendous opportunity to showcase our cattle both in Denver and now in Houston and we need a good representation in 
both shows. For questions or reg. forms contact Burch Wallace (940-969-2573) and/or Bubba Kay (512-801-1424) 

New President for AWA * Latest News* 

Due to health reasons President Robert Estrin made the decision to step down as President last Month and as a sitting Board Member.  
2ÏÂÅÒÔȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÏÒÅÌÙ ÍÉÓÓÅÄȢ (ÉÓ ÅØÅÍÐÌÁÒÙ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÓËÉÌÌÓ  ×ÅÒÅ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁted and 
it was evident the changes Robert instigated were a real positive for the AWA. On behalf of the AWA Board and the membership we 
wish Robert a speedy recovery.  With the resignation of Robert Estrin the  Board elected Michael Goodell (Wisconsin) as the incoming 
President and AWA Member; Grant Robinson was nominated by the AWA Board to fill the vacant  Board position until Dec 31, 2011. 


